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Biographies of comparative education: knowledge and identity on the move
The theme of this Special Issue is a contemporary version of the traditional theme: the comparative educationist as a foreigner. The theme is very current, not least because of major events in terms of populist-nationalist discourses, the 'internationalisation' of universities, and what may loosely be called new closures -Brexit and Trump. The theme is also a traditional one in the specialist comparative education literature, with the tradition involving tales about Bereday, Brickman, Eckstein, Hans, Kandel, Kazamias, Lauwerys, Mitter, Noah, Ulich as part of our history.
I updated and broadened that theme in the 50th anniversary special issue of Comparative Education 50(1): Kim (2014) 'The intellect, mobility and epistemic positioning in doing comparisons and comparative education' and this Special Issue takes the theme further. Had this work been done 40 years agowith an earlier generationour history of Comparative Education might be more detailed, more confident and interestingly different. At least now the theme is being taken up seriously in the Oxford Series in Comparative Education edited by David Phillips: North American scholars of comparative education comparativists edited by Erwin H. Epstein (2019) , British comparativists edited by David Phillips (2020) , and continental European comparativists edited by Jürgen Schriewer (forthcoming)as an initial set of three.
This Special Issue deals with contemporary scholars who write about 'doing comparative education as foreigners'. They reflect on what kind of comparative education they do and whynot least in relation to their foreign-ness. In other words, this Issue takes up one of the classic themes of comparative education by looking at some people currently working outside of their countries of origin; people whose conceptual work has been different; and people who are interested in discussing the ontological and epistemological assumptions involved in doing comparative education.
Contributors in this Special Issue (Elaine Unterhalter, Iveta Silova & Euan Auld, Jeremy Rappleye, Justin Powell, Keita Takayama, Maria Manzon, Terri Kim, and Robert Cowen who wrote the Post Scriptum) were invited to (i) reflect on this theme to make a comparative history of 'comparative education' (and for a range of fields of study if they wish); (ii) offer an analysis of the intellectual themes of one's own work, showing how they have been affected by one's own mobilities; (iii) consider locating that analysis in any 'big politics' which they judge have affected their work; (iv) reflect on interpretative discoursesthen and nowabout academic life and universities and transnational scholars, changing governmental and political assumptions about international mobility and favoured forms of knowledge; and (v) outline their own views of 'comparative education'where it has been, where it is now, and, if they wish, where it is going to draw a conclusion.
The answers are variedand extremely interesting, sociologically, historically, biographically, and in terms of the constrasts and comparisons between the authors as individual scholars.
